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NEWSLETTER 

The  Nebraska  NEWSLETTER  is  the  non  profit  publication  of 
the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association.  The  NEWSLETTER  is 
printed  four  times  each  year  in  Lincoln  by: 

Editors:  Jim  McKee  and  Barton  Lewis 

Art  6  Titles:  3ob  Kutcher 
Mailing:  Ray  Plouzek 

Your  questions,  suggestions  and  articles  or  advertising 
are  avidly  solicited. 


The  oublication  dates  for  the  NEWSLETTER  are: 


September  1 
January  1 
March  1 
July  1 


Summer  issue 
Winter  Issue 
pre  Convention  issue 
post  Convention  issue 


7 


M o n6 jj  Ckemiifi 


by  Bob  Kutcher 


Most  numismatists  have  never  heard  of  the  United 
States  Treasury  "Money  Labratory"  or  of  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing's  "Testing  Lab",  but  they  should 
have.  These  two  small  units  have  the  duty  of  keeping  a 
close  check  on  our  nation's  monies  as  well  as  helping 
other  countries  with  technical  money  problems.  One  of 
the  latest  problems  solved  by  the  money  lab  was  the 
finding  of  a  suitable  substitute  for  silver  in  our  coins. 
This  seems  like  a  small  problem  until  all  aspects  of  the 
problem  are  examined.  A  metal  resembling  silver  had  to 
be  found,  one  that  was  resistent  to  corrosion,  rust  and 
extreme  tarnish,  one  that  could  be  easily  struck  on 
modern  high  speed  coin  presses  and  yet  be  resistant  to 
wear,  one  that  is  of  the  same  weight  for  the  same  coin, 
and  one  that  has  the  same  electrical  conductability  and 
is  non-magnetic .  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  the  chem¬ 
ists  of  the  lab  had  to  contend  with  the  fact  that  the 
metal  must  be  readily  available  in  large  quantities  and 
at  a  low  cost. 

The  lab  solved  a  similar  problem,  when  they  were 
asked  to  produce  a  non-strategic  neckel-less  nickel 
during  World  War  II.  Paradoxically,  at  that  time  there 
was  a  large  stockpile  of  silver  to  use,  so  the  silver 
nickel  was  introduced  by  the  lab.  The  stockpile  of 
silver  was  so  large  at  that  time,  that  these  same  men 
tested  and  sent  14,000  tons  of  pure  silver  to  Oak  Ridge 
when  they  were  asked  to  give  a  substitute  for  strategic 
copper  for  building  giant  electrical  conductors  for 
atomic  research.  This  was  one  instance  where  bullion 
literally  contributed  to  the  output  of  a  decisive  war 
weapon  while  fulfilling  the  statuatory  duty  as  a  reserve 
behind  the  nations  currency. 

The  main  job  of  the  Treasury  chemists,  of  course,  is 
to  run  routine  analysis  on  a  representative  number  of 
coins  from  every  lot  of  coins  made  at  the  mints.  The 
methods  used  are  similar  to  those  developed  by  the  18th 
century  researcher,  Joseph  Louis  Gay-Lussac  for  the 
French  Mint. 

The  technicians  of  the  Bureau  literally  tear  money 
apart  in  their  lab.  It  is  there  that  each  batch  of  paper 
received  has  to  be  tested  to  determine  if  it  has  the 
required  strength  to  withstand  folding,  streching,  wet¬ 
ting  and  drying,  tearing  and  even  washing.  They  are  also 
responsible  for  testing  the  inks  used,  to  see  that  they 
are  of  the  same  shade  and  color  and  will  resist  smudging 
and  fading  in  wear,  washing  and  exposure  to  light.  They 
also  double  as  taste-testers  as  all  gum  used  on  stamps 
must  be  tasteless.  One  more  of  the  many  and  varied  items 
they  test  is  counterfeit  coin  and  currency.  So  adept,  in 
fact,  have  they  become  that  they  can  often  identify  a 
specific  artist  and  counterfeitor  by  his  word  alone.  It 
is  obvious  that  it  would  be  an  enjoyable  occupation  since 
it  is  "connected  with  a  product  that,  year  after  year, 
the  customers  seem  to  want." 


Secretary's  Report 

Those  of  you  who  have  paid  your  1967  dues  will  find 
your  official  ballot  stapled  inside  the  back  cover  along 
with  an  envelope  which  must  be  used  if  you  wish  to  return 
your  ballot  by  mail,  although  they  may  be  held  until  the 
convention  and  deposited  before  noon  of  the  first  day  of 
the  convention.  Do  not  use  the  envelope  for  any  other  use 
as  they  will  not  be  opened  until  the  convention  and  then 
only  by  the  official  ballot  counting  committee.  For  those 
of  you  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  dues  there  is  a  card 
stapled  in  the  magazine  which,  when  returned  with  $1.00 
will  pay  you  in  full  for  1967.  Your  official  ballot  will 
then  be  sent  along  with  an  official  envelope. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
many  Numismatist  from  Nebraska  and  the  entire  United  States 
who  have  helped  to  make  the  past  15  coin  collecting  years 

the  happiest  of  my  life.  This  year  will  be  my  last  as  an 

active  officer  in  both  the  lincoln  Coin  Club  and  the  N.N.A., 
in  the  future,  however,  I  will  be  available  at  any  time  as 
a  consultant  to  any  Numismatic  question  or  problem.  Although 
there  have  been  heartaches,  the  friends  and  countless  happy 
exDeriences  I  have  encountered  far  outweighed  any  problems. 

Be  sure  to  attend  this  year's  centennial  convention  as 
it  will  undoubtedly  be  the  largest  ever  for  the  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association.  There  will  be  many  events  planned 
for  the  ladies,  many  of  which  are  not  listed  on  the  enclosed 

program  so  plan  to  bring  the  entire  family.  If  you  are 

interested  in  rooms  for  the  show  please  drop  me  a  note  at 
box  3011  in  Lincoln  and  I  will  mail  you  all  necessary  infor¬ 
mation.  Do'nt  forget  May  27  and  28  at  the  Hotel  Cornhusker, 
there  will  also  be  other  centennial  functions  in  Lincoln  at 
the  same  time  so  come  early  and  plan  to  have  a  real  fine  time 

One  of  the  many  interesting  exhibits  at  this  year's 
show  will  be  a  noncompetitive  one  shown  by  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing.  The  display  of  12  frames  will  be 
on  "How  our  Money  is  Printed".  Those  who  may  have  seen 
other  of  the  Treasury's  exhibits  will  vouch  for  the  fact 
that  they  are  always  interesting  and  educational. 


Rumor  has  it  that  the  Fremont  Coin  Club  has  struck 
a  medal  commemorating  John  C.  Fremont,  "The  Pathfinder"  and 
another  event  not  disclosed.  The  medals  are  going  to  sell 
for  around  $1.25.  Additional  information  should  be  obtained 
from  any  Fremont  Coin  Club  member.  More  will  be  printed  as 
soon  as  available. 

PLATTE  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB.  Although  the  club's  Secretary 
has  not  yet  given  us  any  details  it  has  been  learned 
from  one  of  the  club's  members  that  the  club  has  completed 
plans  for  its  7th  annual  Spring  Coin  Exposition  to  be  held 
at  421  East  3rd  Street  in  North  Platte  on  April  29  and  30.  4 
Admission  is  free  and  door  prizes  are  to  be  given  away  on 
both  days.  In  addition  to  the  exhibits  and  bourse  there 
will  be  a  bid  board.  Additional  information  will  be 
printed  when  received  or  you  may  write  to  the  Club  at 
P.0.  Box  1144,  North  Platte.  Nebraska  69101 


PRELIMINARY  PROGRAM 


Saturday  May  2  7 

8:00  Dealers  and  exhibitors  set  up. 

9:00  Doors  open  to  public,  registration  and  exhibits 
open . 

1:00  Ladies  luncheon  in  Lincoln  Room. 

2:00  12th  annual  business  meeting  in  Lancaster  Room. 
3:00  Educational  Program:  John  Gabarron  will  talk  on 
Bryan  Money  in  the  Lincoln  Room. 

4:00  Judging  of  exhibits. 

7:00  Social  hour  in  Georgian  Room. 

7:30  Bourse  floor  closes-reopens  Sunday  morning. 

8:00  Banquet  and  Awards  presentation  in  Georgian  Room. 

Sunday  May  28 

7:30  Presidents  breakfast  by  invitation  only. 

8:30  Dealers  set  up. 

9:00  Bourse,  registration  and  exhibits  reopen. 

11:00  Attend  the  church  of  your  choice. 

1:00  Nebraska  Chapter  of  the  Ancient  Coin  Club  of 
America  in  the  Lancaster  Room. 

2:00  Midwest  Vecturist  Association  in  the  Lancaster 
Room. 

1:30  Ladies  Tea  with  free  prizes  and  games  for  all 
ladies  in  the  Lincoln  Room. 

5:30  Floor  and  convention. 


nomination* 


The  following  persons  have  been  nominated  for  the 
indicated  offices  in  accordance  with  the  associations 
constitution  and  by-laws.  As  mentioned  elsewhere,  those 
who  have  paid  their  1967  dues  will  find  official  ballots 
stapled  in  the  back  of  this  issue  with  an  envelope  in 
which  to  return  it.  Although  nominations  are  now  closed 
dues  may  still  be  paid  and  ballots  secured  from  the 
Secretary.  Space  has  been  left  on  the  ballots  for  write 
in  cantidates. 

For: 

PRESIDENT:  Ray  Bjorkland,  Minden,  Nebraska 

1ST  VICE  PRESIDENT:  Robert  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Gelvin  Leeper,  Fremont,  Nebr. 
Vivian  Cooper,  Omaha,  Nebr. 
Bonnie  Walters,  Chadron ,  Nebr. 


2ND  VICE  PRESIDENT: 


Convention 


Displays 


Exhibit  chairmen  for  the  l?th  annual  convention,  Bill  Williams 
and  Ted  Koopman  have  announced  that  there  will  be  fourteen  awards 
Riven  for  exhibits  tliis  vear.  This  includes  6  beautiful  rlaaues  and 
eight  ribbons.  The  "Best  Junior  Exhibit"  plaoue,  a  memorial  to  Vogel 
Jolinson  is  being  donated  bv  Jim  Cotton  of  Lincoln. 

Todav  is  none  too  soon  to  begin  planning  your  exhibit ,  who 
knows  you  may  even  take  home  the  "best  of  show"  award.  Even  if  vou 
do  not  plan  to  enter  competitivelv  bring  alonp  vour  display  to  share 
with  the  rest  of  the  state's  collectors. 


N.N.A.  EXHIBIT  RUIilS  6  CLASSIFICATIONS 
FOP  .JUDIES 


Before  any  displav  can  be  entered  each  nerson  must  furnish  the 
committee  with  the  following  information:  Junior  or  Senior  exhibit, 
name  and  address  of  displayor,  estimated  value  of  the  display,  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  displav  and  how  manv  empty  cases  the  person 
will  need  furnished  bv  the  N.N.A.  Further:  no  displav  will  be 
accepted  unless,  in  the  minds  of  the  committee,  it  is  tamper-proof, 
preferably  under  glass  and  locked;  all  material  in  the  exnibit  must 
be  the  personal  property  of  the  exhibitor;  no  fake  coins  or  coins 
of  dubious  origin  or  altered  coins  will  be  permitted;  no  exhibit 
may  contain  the  name  of  the  exnibitor  or  awards  or  ribbons  previously 
received  for  exhibits.  A  form  explaining  these  rules  will  be  furn¬ 
ished  to  each  person  applying  for  exhibit  space.  Write  now  to  the 
Exhibit  Committee,  nostal  Box  3011,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  68510  for  all 
necessary  forms  or  questions. 


All  judges  will  view  and  judge  each  exhibit  independently. 
Judges  will  not  be  allowed  to  compare  notes  or  discuss  exhibits 
before  their  judging  sheets  are  turned  in  to  the  exhibit  committee. 
Any  questions  about  exhiLits  or  judging  should  be  directed  to  the 
committee.  Judges  wiil  use  the  following  table  for  scoring: 

'■'DIETS 


1.  Numismatic  information  (measured  in  terms 

of  educational  value  to  the  viewer) .  0-35 

2.  Arrangement  and  originality  (manner  of  pre¬ 
sentation,  neatness  6  eye  appeal) .  0-30 

3.  Completeness  (range,  scope  and  variety  of 

coverage  as  related  to  the  title  or  theme) .  0-15 

4.  Condition  (quality  of  exhibited  material) .  0-10 

5.  Parity  (considering  condition  of  material) .  0-10 

MAXIMUM  TOTAL  ^OILITG  100 


It  is  not  alwavs  easy  to  classify  every  display  into  the  rel¬ 
atively  few  categories  for  which  awards  are  to  be  given.  To  help 
the  judges,  and  to  speed  up  the  judging,  classifications,  in  which 
a  display  is  to  be  entered  will  be  decided  upon  by  the  exhibitor 
and  the  committee  beforehand.  It  must  be  remembered  that  point 
scores  must  not  be  taken  from  a  display  simplv  because  the  exhibit 
does  not  fully  fit  the  classification.  Titles  are  specific  but 
classifications  are  relative.  The  classifications  tliat  awards  will 
be  given  for  are  as  follows: 


Class  1. 
Class  2. 
Class  3. 
Class  4. 
Class  5. 


United  States  Coins  or  Tokens. 
Foreign  Coins  or  Tokens. 

Bank  Notes  and  naper  Money. 
Ancient  Coins. 

Miscellaneous  or  Specialized. 


Continued 


Awards  will  be  given  as  follows:  a  nlaoue  will  be  given  for  the 
Best  of  Show,  Best  Junior,  and  for  first  place  in  each  of  the  five 
classes.  A  ribbon  will  be  awarded  to  second  and  third  place  winners 
in  each  class.  The  Exhibit  Committee  will  total  all  scores  and  make 
any  final  decisions  that  may  be  necessary.  Hie  judging  sheets  will  be 
kept  in  confidence,  but  the  total  point  scores  by  all  judges  will  be 
made  available  to  any  one  who  wishes  them.  Judges  names  will  not  be 
placed  on  their  judging  sheets. 


Guide  Book  of  Wooden  Money 


by  Thomas  Hudson 


Since  one  of  our  articles  this  quarter  is  one  on  wooden  money, 
it  seems  only  fitting  to  review  a  book  on  this  ever  increasing  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  hobby.  Here  in  128  pages  the  author  has  traced  the 
history  of  wooden  money  from  the  Byzantine  empire  through  the  pres¬ 
ent.  The  catalogue  section  covers  in  detail  the  U.S.  issues  both 
official  and  private  with  a  large  section  on  Canadian  verities 
also.  In  addition  another  section  describes  those  issued  by  other 
clubs  and  numismatic  purposes  all  of  which  are  ascribed  as  to  iss- 
ueror  and  value.  The  book,  published  by  Payne  Publishing  Company 
can  be  purchased  through  any  coin  shop  for  $2.50  in  a  paper  edition. 

A  Proof  Set  Investment  Primer  by  Michael  J.  Spotz  III. 

The  author  of  this  book  claims  its  purpose  to  be  to  enable 
the  reader  to  predict  U.S.  proof  set  prices  in  order  to  lessen  the 
possibility  of  loss.  The  predictions  are  based  on  so  called  "scien¬ 
tific"  statistics  including  the  Drices,  mintages  and  ages  of  proof 
sets  already  in  production.  The  growth  and  prices  are  supported  by 
14  tables  and  charts  supporting  his  price  predictions  for  the  next 
three  years,  though  it  would  probably  be  easier  to  predict  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  book  than  for  the  price  of  nroof  sets.  The  52  page 
book  is  priced  at  $2.00  and  is  available  from  the  publisher:  The 
Family  Fund  (I  wonder  whose?),  846  Dale  Court,  Accokeekm,  Md.  20607. 

Domestic  and  Foreign  Coins  Manufactured 

by  the  Mints  of  the  United  States  Director  of  the  Mint. 

No  predictions,  only  hard  statistical  facts  in  this  official 
U.S.  government  publication  and  hardlv  the  type  of  book  anyone  would 
curl  up  with  on  a  winter  night,  but  invaluable  for  research.  The 
book  gives  detailed  minting  statistics  from  1792  tl trough  1965  brok¬ 
en  by  year,  mint,  value,  metallic  compositions  and  so  forth.  Priced 
at  only  40  cents  through  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  G.'P.O., 
Washington,  D.C.  20402. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Numismatics  by  Elston  G.  Bradfield 

This  booklet  contains  a  lengthy  listing  of  "Medallic  Memorials 
to  Theodore  Roosevelt"  originally  compiled  by  Melvin  and  George  Fuld, 
the  token  men.  The  list  included  all  known  strikings  from  1898  through 
1958.  Other  sections  of  the  56  page  book  are  writen  by  Elston  Brad- 
field  himself,  Nathan  Eglit  and  Teddy  (also  himself).  Priced  at  only 
$1.75  it  may  be  purchased  from  John  Gabarron  %  the  NEWSLETTER  as  it 
is  a  reprint  from  the  NUMISMATIST. 


A  silver  storybook,  the  Nebraska  Centennial  medal,  which  depicts  100 
years  in  the  Comhusker  state  went  on  sale  January  1.  Three  variations 
of  the  medal  will  be  available:  There  is  a  limited  issue  of  the  $10.00 
pure  silver  (though  no  one  knows  how  limited)  medal,  all  serially  numb¬ 
ered  and  registered  with  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Societv.  For 
$3.75  one  can  obtain  the  1  3/4  inch  bronze  medal  which  is  a  replica  of 
the  silver  one  or  the  same  design  in  a  2  3/4  inch  medal  with  display 
easel  for  $5.00.  Those  wishing  to  order  by  mail  should  include  an  extra 
50 <  for  postage  and  insurance. 

The  design  on  all  three  castings  is  the  same.  Although  the 
company  striking  the  medal,  Medal lie  Art  ComDanv  would  have  prefered  to 
use  one  of  their  own  artists  the  centennial  commission  insisted  on  one 
from  Nebraska  and  chose  Professor  David  W.  Seyler  of  the  Art  Department 
at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  Mr.  Seyler,  who  spend  over  three  months 
researching  and  designing  the  medal,  describes  the  design  as  follows : 

"The  obverse  symbolizes  Nebraska  from  east  to  west.  The  pioneer  tree 
planter  planting  a  cottonwood  tree  honors  Arbor  Dav,  which  originated 
in  Nebraska.  On  the  branch  of  the  tree  is  a  Meadowlark,  the  state  bird. 
Beneath  the  tree  is  native  prairie  grass,  typical  of  the  Nebraska  plains. 
In  the  center  right  is  the  cabin  at  the  Homestead  National  Monument,  the 
first  homestead  cabin  in  the  west.  Towering  over  the  cabin  the  American 
Elm.  On  the  left  of  the  medal,  by  the  right  foot  of  the  tree-planter  is 
the  goldenrod,  the  state  flower.  Above  the  state  flower  on  an  open 
range  is  a  herd  of  cattle.  Here,  too,  the  Platte  Fiver  winds  into  the 
distant  sandhills.  On  the  horizon,  beyond  the  sandhills  is  Chimney  Pock, 
a  famous  western  Nebraska  landmark  and  now  also  a  National  Monument. 

The  two  monuments  connect  west  with  east.  The  arrowheads  circling  the 
design,  honor  the  Indians'  part  in  our  state's  history. 

The  reverse  side  features  the  state  capitol  building,  consid¬ 
ered  architecturally  to  be  the  most  beautiful  in  the  nation,  standing 
alone  before  an  endless  sea  .of  grass,  prairie,  sandhills  and  bluffs 
stretching  westward  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see.  In  the  skv  are  wind¬ 
swept  clouds  typical  of  the  plains  country.  In  the  foreground  is  a 
quotation  from  Walt  Whitman's  "leaves  of  Grass"  selected  as  being  most 
appropos  of  Nebraska's  potential.  The  border  radiates  out  like  the 
points  of  a  compass  toward  the  many  futures  of  the  state  inscribed  in 
the  outer-most  border.  The  ever-present  life-giving  Nebraska  sun  is 
featured  on  both  sides  of  the  medal.  On  the  obverse,  it  touches  the 
golden  throat  of  the  Meadowlark,  a  symbol  of  beauty  and  song.  On  the 
reverse,  it  extends  down  into  the  chambers  of  the  Legislature  where 
goldenthroated  orators  have  shaped  the  history  of  the  total  state, 
not  the  least  of  which  was  William  Jennings  Bryan."  Three  persons 's 
initials  appear  on  the  coin,  the  artists'  at  left  on  the  reverse  and 
Tom  Wintz,  a  man  instrumental  in  Mr.  Seyler's  education,  and  A.  James 
Ebel  of  the  Centennail  Commission. 

Mail  orders  should  be  directed  to  the  Nebraska  Centennail 
Non-Profit  Association,  Hotel  Lincoln,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  68501  or  they 
are  also  available  at  all  member  banks  of  the  Nebraska  Bankers  Assn. 


Coon  Photography 

Conclusion  by  Bart  Lewis 


Last  issue  we  talked  briefly  about  exposure,  bu»  possibly  the 
simplest  way  to  determine  t)  e  proper  exposure  is  to  buy  a  roll  of  35mm 
black  and  white  film  (I  recc nmend  Kodak  Plus-X),  position  the  lamps  so 
the  illumination  will  always  be  about  the  same  and  photograph  a  coin 
with  different  combinations  of  exposures  and  extensions  keeping  record 
of  the  order  in  which  they  were  taken,  then  alow  the  film  to  be  devel¬ 
oped — not  printed — and  examine  the  negatives  to  determine  the  best 
exposure.  This  may  not  be  scientific,  but  is  undoubtedly  the  simplest 
if  you  do  not  have  an  exposure  meeter.  Those  with  an  exposure  meter 
will  find  the  booklet  with  the  extension  tubes  very  simple  to  under¬ 
stand.  A  typical  example  would  be:  by  adding  50nm  of  extension  tubes 
to  a  50mm  lens  the  f4/0  apperature  reading  is  now  actually  giving  you 
f  8./0,  so  you  must  either  double  the  exposure  or  open  the  apperature 
to  get  the  proper  exposure. 

The  pictures  you  obtain  can  be  readily  used  for  two  main  purposes- 
identification  and  display.  Few  collectors  realize  that  coins  can  be 
identified  in  much  the  same  way  as  rare  gems.  A  sharp  photo,  properly 
enlarged,  will  show  all  scratches,  scrapes  and  idiosyncrasies  which  will 
definately  distinguish  one  coin  from  another  in  any  condition  with  the 
possible  exception  of  proof.  It  would  then  be  a  good  and  inexpensive 
idea  to  photograph  all  of  the  more  valuable  pieces  in  your  collection 
so  that  they  might  be  identifiable  in  case  of  theft  or  misplacement. 

Coins  which  have  been  photographed  and  enlarged  also  can  be  used  to 
provide  an  eye-catcher  for  an  exhibit  as  well  as  making  close  examination 
of  a  coin  under  glass  possible.  If  there  are  any  questions  I  would  be 
pleased  to  answer  them,  just  write  to  me  care  of  the  NEWSLETTER. 


Convention  Committees: 


Banquet . Jim  McKee  &  Bob  Kutcher 

Educational  Program . John  Gabarron  6  Bart  Lewis 

Ladies  Activities . Bev  Kutcher  &  all  wives 

Registration . Bob  Kutcher  6  Gerhardt  Niebuhr 

Displays . Bill  Williams  6  Ted  Koopman 

Security . John  Gabarron 

Bourse . Jim  McKee  6  John  Gabarron 

Publicity . Jim  McKee,  Pav  Plouzek,  Bart  Lewis 


Omaha  collector.  Bill  Vescio,  recently  made  national  headlines 
when  the  drug  store  he  owns  (the  Field  Club  Pharmacy)  was  the  victim 
of  robbers.  Bill  dropped  in  at  his  store  about  2:30  a.m.  and  heard 
glass  breaking.  Looking  out,  he  saw  a  man  standing,  crowbar  in  hand 
at  the  front  door.  Bill  fired  several  shots  at  the  man  and  watched 
him  running  down  the  street,  and  was  not  heard  from  again. 


I  think  that  I  snail  never  see 
A  pay  check  that  is  all  for  me, 
Deductions  keep  me  in  the  red 
I  should  have  cashed  the  stub  instead 


Money  to  Burn 


by  Gelvin  Leeper 


The  expression  "don't  take  anv  wooden  nickels"  may  date  back  as 
far  as  the  days  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  (395-1435  A.D.)  for  legend 
has  it  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  use  wooden  money  during  this 
period,  but  achieved  little  popularity. 


Between  the  12th  and  14th  century,  in  England,  a  type  of  wooden 
money  known  as  "wooden  exchange  tally"  was  used.  These  were  sticks 
of  hazel-willow  wood,  about  five  inches  lonp  and  one  half  an  inch 
thick,  with  notches  cut  along  the  sides  indicating  the  amount  due. 
The  Royal  Treasurer  of  State  used  these  sticks  to  record  debts  of 
state.  After  marking  thev  were  split  in  half  lengthwise,  with  the 
treasurer  retaining  half,  the  creditor  the  other,  who  used  it  as  a 
form  of  wooden  banknote.  Due  to  |the  size  of  the  pieces  and  the 
absence  of  public  banks,  they  soon  lost  popularity  as  a  medium  of 
exchange . 


China  had  several  issues  of  wooden  money  from  the  Lung  Dynasty 
(1735)  to  about  1936,  which  were  known  as  (bamboo)  money.  These 
were  used  for  change  for  amounts  less  than  one  cent  and  many  were 
issued  privately  by  gambling  houses.  Between  1800  and  1900  Africa, 
Oceania,  The  South  Sea  Islands  and  Canada  used  some  type  of  wooden 
money. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Tenino,  Washington  gained  world¬ 
wide  publicity  in  1931  when  they  decided  to  issue  wooden  money  script 
to  thaw  out  the  "frozen”  bank  assets  created  by  the  failure  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  of  Tenino.  This  was  the  first  issue  of  wooden  money 
in  the  United  States.  These  Tinino  issues  continued  until  April  of 
1933,  giving  the  townspeople  an  additional  monetary  system,  with 
which  to  carry  on  their  business  while  their  funds  were  tied  up  in 
the  bank.  Tenino  again  in  1935,  resorted  to  the  use  of  wooden  money 
to  meet  with  an  emergen cv,  this  in  the  form  of  a  Washington  state 
2%  sales  tax  to  be  paid  by  the  customer  on  all  purchases.  The  state 
had  started  manufacture  of  aluminum  one-fifth  cent  tokens,  but  were 
unable  to  keep  up  with  the  demand.  Tenino  business  men  then  issued 
their  own  wooden  tax  tokens,  all  having  the  same  value  of  l/5th 
cent  and  redeemable  by  each  merchant.  As  financial  conditions, 
however,  improved,  the  need  for  wooden  monev  no  longer  remained. 

Even  though  the  idea  of  issuing  emergency  wooden  money  was 
dropped  in  1933,  souvnier  wooden  money  has  been  issued  freely  ever 
since.  Commemorative  pieces  have  been  issued  by  many  cities  and 
towns  for  celebrations  and  centennials,  as  a  means  of  defraying 
some  of  the  costs.  'Wooden  money  was  issued  to  memorialize  the 
death  of  Will  Rogers  and  to  promote  the  opening  of  "Gone  with  the 
Wind."  It  has  also  been  issued  privately  as  a  means  of  advertising 
virtually  every  type  of  business  in  extistence.  These  "wooden 
nickels"  may  range  in  size  from  the  thin  3  inch  by  six  inch  pieces, 
or  to  the  many  sizes  of  round  issues  which  may  vary  in  thickness. 

In  1964  the  International  Organization  of  Wooden  Money  Coll¬ 
ectors  was  formed.  The  organization  now  has  a  membership  of  over 
400.  In  1966  a  new  "Guide  Book  of  Wooden  Money"  was  edited  by 
Thomas  Hudson.  The  book  covers  all  known  pieces  issued  from  the 
12th  century  through  the  year  1965,  and  covers  United  States 
issues  both  private  and  official,  as  well  as  Canadian  and  other 
foriegn  to  date. 


MUM 


club 


At  the  February  meeting  of  the  Omaha  Coin  Club  Mr.  M.  H.  Trumbull, 
Postal  Inspector  from  the  Omaha  Post  Office,  spoke  on  "Numismatic  Post¬ 
al  security.  After  relating  numerous  stories  of  nail  theft  and  fraud 
through  coin  ads,  Mr.  Trumbull  suggested  the  following  safeguards  when 
mailing  coins:  if  it  is  a  parcel  to  increase  the  size  of  the  container, 
use  a  return  address  that  does  not  imply  numismatic  material  and  always 
insure  or  register  the  parcel.  Mr.  Trumbull  added  that  there  is  a 
reward  for  information  leading  to  the  apprehension  of  persons  guilty 
of  theft  or  fraud  through  the  nails  and  people  who  feel  they  have  been 
bilked  should  contact  their  local  Postal  Inspector. 

WAHOO  COIN  CLUB 


The  Wahoo  Coin  Club  met  in  December,  electing  the  following  as 
officers  for  1967: 

President:  Delmar  Nozicka 
Vice  Pres:  Keith  Hartford 
Treasurer:  Evald  Brodd 
Secretary:  Mrs.  Cleo  McNeely. 


At  the  meeting  which  hosted  guests  from  Lincoln,  Fremont,  Ceresco, 
Valley  and  Wahoo,  it  was  announced  that  a  coin  supper  would  be  held  for 
all  members  sometime  during  1967: 


FREMONT  COIN  CLUB 


The  Fremont  Coin  Club  reports  the  following  officers  for  1967: 

President:  Les  Colling 

Vice  Pres:  Edward  Clinchard 

Secretary:  Emil  Mares 

Treasurer:  Louis  Hruska 

Sgt-at-Arms:Jack  Goudy 

The  entire  club,  reports  Gelvin  Leeper,  is  currently  preparing 
for  their  coin  and  hobby  show  to  be  held  March  3,  4,  and  5  at  the 
city  auditorium  in  Fremont.  A  great  number  of  claques  for  those 
winning  display  prizes  have  been  ordered.  The  club  has  also  placed 
an  order  for  a  medal  commemorating  the  club,  .John  C.  Fremont  and 
the  Nebraska  Centennial.  They  are  available  in  sterling  silver  at 
$4.50,  goldine  at  $1.00  and  antique  oxidized  also  at  $1.00  from  any 
club  member  or  by  writing  Gelvin  Leeper  in  Fremont. 


The  29th  medal  in  the  Capitol  Medals  series  "States  of  the 
Union"  series  honors  the  state  and  capitol  building  of  Nebraska. 
The  obverse  of  the  medal  shows  the  capitol  building  while  the  rev¬ 
erse  pictures  the  state  seal  typifying  Nebraska's  mechanical  arts, 
and  agriculture,  and  its  role  in  developing  transportation.  The 
medals  wnich  are  struck  in  Proof  finish  silver  at  $10.00,  Bronze 
at  $2.50  and  Aluminum  $1.00,  are  available  from  Capitol  Medals, 
Inc.  P.  0.  Box  667,  High  Point,  North  Carolina  27261. 


CONVENTION 


DEALERS 


The  dealers  listed  below  have  paid  their  $25.00  bourse  fee  and 
are  considered  to  be  firm  reservations,  all  others  will  be  accepted 
on  a  first  come-first  served  basis.  Dealers  who  are  interested  in 
obtaining  table  space  should  write  to  John  Gabarron,  Postal  Box 
3011  including  a  check  for  $25.00  and  three  choices  of  tables  not 
shaded  in  the  above  diagram.  Dealers  with  firm  reservations  are: 

TABLE  # 


Marvin  Luke,  Farwell,  Nebr .  1 

Front eir  Coins,  Cheyenne,  Wyo .  8 

Virgil  Marshall  III,  Wymore,  Nebr .  3 

Wequetequock  Coin  Co.,  Stonington,  Conn .  16 

Leonard  Owen  Coin  Co. ,  Omaha,  Nebr .  15 

J.  W.  Rogers,  Griswold,  Iowa  .  14 

B.  W.  Fellers,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  .  5 

Claremore  Coin  Exchange,  Claremore,  Okla .  6 

Western  Coin  Company,  North  Platte,  Nebr .  2 

Dave  Dorfmn,  Sioux  City,  Iowa .  4 

Henry  Knaub,  Lincoln,  Nebr .  10 

U.S.A.  Coin  Company,  Sioux  City,  Iowa  .  7 

John  J.  Smies,  Courtland,  Kansas  .  17 

Lowell  Owen,  Adel,  Iowa  .  18 

Jim  Crosby,  Albion,  Nebraska  .  20 

Elmer  Nelson  &  Bart  Lewis,  Grand  Island,  Nebr . 21 

Dean  Peterson,  Sioux  City,  Iowa  .  22 

Nick  6  Helen  Sharp,  Lincoln,  Nebr .  9 

Zieler's  Stamp  £  Coin  Co.,  Lincoln,  Nebr .  13 

E.  C.  brodd,  Wahoo,  Nebr .  12 
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It  was  Mr.  P.  T.  Bamum  who  first  pointed  out  the  patronizing 
gullibility  of  the  general  public  and  to  prove  that  the  law  of  supply 
and  demand  also  holds  true  in  Nebraska  as  well  as  in  the  East  we 
offer  the  following  story  of  an  enterprising  Nebraska  Indian. 


Mr.  Walter  C.  Wyman,  a  well  known  collector  of  Indian  relics 
wrote:  "In  1901,  while  visiting  the  Omaha  tribal  reservations,  in 
search  of  Indian  relics,  driving  along  I  waw  smoke  curling  up  from  a 
gulley.  The  cabin  from  which  the  smoke  came  was  almost  obscured  from 
view  by  a  thicket.  I  drove  up  to  tnis  cabin,  however,  and  standing 
in  the  doorway  was  an  Indian — whom  I  asked  if  he  had  any  Indian  relics. 
He  came  out  to  rny  buggy  with  a  freshly  done  Washington  medal  of  the 
1879  series,  and  after  a  considerable  amount  of  quizzing  as  to  where 
he  came  he  obtained  it,  he  told  me  that  it  was  made  by  a  man  in  Pender 
Nebraska,  which  is  about  one  iiundred  miles  north  of  the  P.eservation. 


"In  my  travels  through  the  various  reservations,  which  include 
most  every  one  in  the  country,  these  nedals  have  been  offered  me  in 
all  the  reservations,  in  sums  varying  from  one  to  twenty  dollars,  in 
various  stages  of  defacement  and  wear,  with  fantastic  tales  attached 
to  them  regarding  their  presentation  to  their  ancestors,  and  I  have 
also  seen  many  of  them  worn  by  the  Indians  and  very  highly  regarded 
by  them." 


Mr.  Wyman  finally  got  in  touch  with  the  man  from  Pender  who  told 
him  by  letter,  the  following.  The  George  Washington  peace  and  friend¬ 
ship  medals  which  you  refer  to  were  used  in  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes  for  cessions  of  land  by  the  Federal  Government.  They  were 
presented  to  the  Indian  representative  who  negotiated  the  treaty  which 
was  usually  the  chief  until  after  the  Civil  War  at  which  time  the 
custom  was  discontinued.  The  Indians  were  made  to  understand  that  the 
medal  was  the  highest  decoration  which  the  Great  Father  could  bestow 
on  the  Indian  and  for  this  reason  they  were  highly  regarded  by  any 
Indian  possessing  one.  Although  he  did  not  disclose  the  source  of  the 
of  the  die,  he  did  offer  to  sell  Mr.  Wyman  the  medals  for  $2.U0  apiece 
in  aluminium  or  $15.00  each  in  silver.  He  also  noted  that  in  his 
experience  the  Indians  could  not  tell  the  silver  from  the  aluminum, 
futner  Mr.  Wyman  was  to  promise  to  not  sell  any  medals  in  Nebraska  or 
the  Dakotas,  tnereby  protecting  Mr.  Lamere's  choice  territory  where 
he  reported  selling  over  $800  worth  to  the  Ponca's  alone. 

Although  Mr.  Wyman  did  not  take  up  Mr.  Lamere,  he  did  do  some 
furtner  checking  and  found  he  had  traveled  widely  among  the  tribes 
and  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony,  presented  one  of  the  medals  to 
the  most  influential  chiefs  accepting  any  presents  they  might  feel 
]  3  inclined  to  fork  over,  thereby  accumulating  many  horses  and  articles. 

The  medal  is  illustrated  above  and  is  either  64mn  or  78nm  and 
found  in  various  metals.  Although  the  origin  is  doubtful  they  were 
offered  for  sale  as  early  as  1845  in  St.  Louis  and  still  turn  up  now 
and  then  as  Federal  Indian  Peace  medals — who  knows,  maybe  they  were. 


MebtiulU  Cifj  $fcoo> 

Approximately  1250  people  attended  the  Nebraska  City 
Coin  Show  February  IP  and  19  at  the  National  Guard  armory 
in  Nebraska  City.  The  main  attraction,  reports  Ron  Chapin, 
the  bourse  chairman,  was  J.  V.  McDermott's  1913  Liberty 
head  nickel  which  is  valued  at  $50,000.  A  Clarinda  Iowa 
collector,  Noros  Freeman  won  best  of  show  for  his  exhibit 
of  tyDes  of  United  States  silver  dollars  and  a  collection 
of  Turban  Head  half  dollars.  Other  exhibit  winners  were: 

U.  S.  Coins:  Ron  Chapin  of  Nebraska  City 
Foreign  Coins:  Noros  Freeman  of  Clarinda,  Iowa 
Paper  Money:  Bob  Beilman  of  Nebraska  City 
Medals  S  Tokens:  Cob  Kutcher  of  Lincoln 
Junior:  Mike  Allen  of  Glenwood  Iowa 

Miscellaneous:  Bob  Kutcher  of  Lincoln 

Ray  Plouzek  of  Lincoln  won  the  grand  door  prize  of  a 
roll  of  uncirculated  Kennedy  halves.  Exhibit  chairmen  for 
the  show  were:  Rodger  Bassett,  Joseph  Mover  and  Charles 
Alt.  Judges  were:  Bill  Williams,  Glen  Hyde  and  Terry  Bray. 


At  left  Charlene  Chapin, 
Secretary  of  the  Nebraska 
City  Coin  Club  is  shown 
with  the  mayor  of  Nebraska 
City  and  the  $50,000  nickel 
from  the  J.  V.  McDermott 
estate.  The  nickel  was  trie 
main  drawing  card  for  the 
show. 


At  left,  and  from  the 
right,  exhibit  chairman 
Rodger  Basset  of  Syracuse 
and  co-chairmen  Charles 
Ault  and  Joe  Moyer  of 
Hamburg  Iowa  examine  one 
of  the  many  outstanding 
exhibits  at  the  shew. 
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Old  Chinese  Proverb 
To  lift  up 

The  heart  of  a  friend. 
Write  his  name 
On  the  wings  of  a 
Dragon 


Disregarding  the  tremendous  scarcity  of  Dragons  in 
the  immediate  area  the  idea  of  gaining  friends  by 
writing  their  name  on  a  dragon's  wings  would  present 
several  problems.  If  you,  however,  are  considering 
disposing  of  your  entire  collection  or  a  part  of  it 
please  let  us  attempt  to  win  your  friendship  by 
writing  your  name  on  one  of  our  check  blanks-- the 
fastest  checkbook  in  the  midwest.  We  are  always  on 
the  lookout  for  choice  gold,  U.S.  type  coins  and 
proof  sets  so  why  not  call  or  write  for  our  latest 
quotes.  And  when  you  are  in  Omaha  why  not  look  us 
up  and  check  over  our  stock  of  coins  and  currency 
for  sale. 

SIMON’S 

1  5  PHONE  345-2355 

510  So.  16th  St.  Omaha,  Nebr. 


California 

by  Wm.  Williams 

Due  to  the  scarcity  of  coins  during  the  gold  rush  days, 
small  denomination  gold  pieces  were  struck  in  California  by 
private  companies  from  1852  through  1882.  There  was  a  great 
need  for  the  coins  at  this  time  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
prospectors ,  during  their  mining  successes  ,  carried  their 
gold  dust  and  nuggest  in  small  leather  pouches  and  used  this 
for  trade  with  the  local  merchants  for  food  and  supplies. 

The  tradesmen  found  the  constant  weighing  and  counting  a 
bothersome  practice  and  welcomed  the  small  coins.  Although 
these  California  fractional  gold  coins  were  never  authorized 
by  the  Federal  government,  they  were  actually  circulated  and 
accepted  as  legal  tender  until  the  government  subsequently 
passed  a  law  forbidding  private  coinage. 

The  coins  were  struck  in  three  denominations ,  twenty- 
five  cents,  fifty  cents  and  one  dollar  in  both  octagonal  and 
round  shapes.  The  genuine  ones  bear  one  of  the  following 
designs  on  the  reverse:  "cents",  "Dol" ,  or  "Dollar"  with  a 
wreath,  beaded  circle  or  an  eagle.  The  obverse  designs  inc¬ 
luded  the  liberty  head,  Indian  head  or  Washington  head,  those 
picturing  Washington's  head,  an  eagle  or  the  word  "cents"  are 
the  more  scarce  and  command  a  higher  premium. 

Another  type  of  small  denomination  gold  piece  is  often 
confused  with  the  true  California  pieces,  these  are  the  so 
called  "souvenier"  gold  pieces  and  actually  belong  in  the 
token  category.  They  are  either  round  or  octaganol  in  shape 
and  bear  the  inscriptions  "1/4",  "1/2",  or  "1"  and  "Calif¬ 
ornia  gold"  on  them.  They  always  have  a  device  of  a  bear, 
wreath  and  star,  or  "Eureka"  on  the  reverse.  The  tokens 
were  actually  struck  as  early  as  1870,  and  often  times  in 
gold,  but  the  more  recent  ones  are  in  brass  or  copper  and 
are  gold  plated.  .  These  are  still  in  production  and  command 
no  premium  except  as  tokens. 


Cold  Coinage 


N.N.A.  MEDALS 

Medals  for  both  the  Norfolk  and  Chadron  Conventions 
are  still  available  in  all  medals. 


Sterling  Silver 

$5.00 

Oxidized  Silver 

1.50 

John  J.  Gabarron 

Bronze 

1.00 

P.  O.  Bo»  301 1 

Entire  Sets 

.  6.50 

Lincoln, 

Both  Sets 

13.00 

Nebraska  685 1 0 
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April  1-2.  Wichita,  Kansas,  4th  annual  Oxford  Coin  Club 

Show,  4H  Building,  Tom  Hill,  1418  E.  Douglas,  Wichita 
Kansas  67701. 

April  1-2.  Bellevue,  Nebraska,  Coin  and  Gun  Show,  High 
School  Cafeteria,  Bill  Hunter,  Box  151,  Bellevue, 

Nebraska  68005 

April  8-9.  Boone,  Iowa,  Mid-Iowa  Coin-A-Rama ,  five  clubs 

sponsoring.  Community  Building,  Maurice  Wilson,  Boone. 

April  21-23.  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Midwest  Coin  Club  Show, 

Schmiel's  Indian  Hills,  Tommy  Thomas,  2620  St.  Mary's, 
Omaha,  Nebraska. 

April  22-29.  NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK. 

April  29-30.  North  Platte,  Nebraska.  Platte  Valley  Coin 
Club,  7th  annual  Spring  Show,  Ray  Sanks ,  P.  0.  Box 
1144,  North  Platte,  Nebraska  69101. 

May  13-14.  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Sioux  City  Coinarama,  Holiday 
Inn,  Dave  Dorfman ,  312  Fourth  Street,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

May  27-28.  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL  CONVENTION.  Hotel  Cornhusker.  John  J.  Gabarron , 
Postal  Box  3011,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  68510. 

Sept.  22-24.  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.  Colorado-Wyoming  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  Convention,  Little  America,  Bill 
Burnett,  1946  Newton  Drive,  Cheyenne,  'Wyoming. 

Nov.  4-5.  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Omaha  Coin  Club's  annual  show, 
Sheraton-Fontene lie  Hotel,  Mrs .  Vivian  Cooper,  Box 
1003,  Downtown  Station,  Omaha,  Nebraska  68101. 


The  banquet  and  ladies  luncheon  are  both  coming  along  nicely 
with  the  following  menus  planned  for  your  enjoyment. 

Ladies  luncheon: 

Starlite  Salad-A  fresh  fruit  plate  with  finger  sandwiches 

Lime  sherbert 

petit  four 

drink  of  your  choice 

Main  Banquet: 

Starter-fruit  cocktail  and  relishes 

Salad- tossed  with  1,000  island  or  French  with  melba  toast 
Main  Dish-Braised  Beef  A  Jus 
Baked  Potato 
Glazed  carrots 
Polls  and  butter 
coffee  or  tea 

Desert-frozen  chocolate  eclair  (calories  removed  cemicallv) 
with  whipped  cream 

Remember  the  ladies  luncheon  is  free  to  all  ladies  who  register  so 
you  can't  lose. 


